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Eruditio interest – scholarship 
matters

The (neo-)latinate legacy in 
scholarly historical dictionaries of 
west-european vernaculars in the 

modern era





An ex-lexicographer looks 
at...

● Europe and western Europe
● West-european languages and 
dictionaries
● Scholarly historical dictionaries in 
the vernacular
● OED3: world Englishes
● DWB: pluricentris German



An ex-lexicographer looks 
at...

● External constraints on 
lexicographers:

● time, space and money

● Lexicographers and computers



A digital alien looks at...

  E-lexicography and online 
dictionaries

•     Pros and cons

•     Space constraints?



•  Who writes (scholarly historical) 
dictionaries?

• Who uses (scholarly historical) 
dictionaries?

•  What matters (in scholarly historical 
dictionaries)?



Eruditio interest – 
scholarship matters

•  Scholarly lexicography – in time

•  Latin and English: Englishes and Latins

•  Latin today



The (neo-)latinate legacy in 
scholarly historical dictionaries
of west-european vernaculars in 

the modern era

• Latin and Neolatin

• Modern era:  1450 / 1500 – 
1950 / 2000



Neolatin scholarship

• Scientific Latin – and Neolatin 
(Helander

• Scientific Latin – and west-european 
vernaculars

• The Neolatin legacy: Eurolatin

• Variation in the vernacular traditions



Etymology: origin and 
history of lexical items

• (Neo-)latinate etymology

• General usage and 
technical / scientific terms



   (Neo-)latinate technical / 
scientific terms (1)

Which to include?

Dwight Whitney: 
The Century 
Dictionary



 (Neo-)latinate technical / 
scientific terms (2)

How to etymologise?  

• James Murray OED1  
       mod. f. = modern formation
  

• Philip B. Gove W3

       ISV = International Scientific Vocabulary



(Neo-)latinate technical /
 scientific terms (3)

 Future standards in 21st century?

• Standards of inclusion

• Standards of etymological description

• (West-)european cooperation



(Neo-)latinate etymology

Type cases of current practice

•    alcoholism

•    centrifugal

•    centripetal





Thank you!
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