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Neuber', Luisa Philipp*

quoteSalute®-® strives to make data of digital scholarly editions of letters (DSELs)
accessible in a playful fashion by enabling users to integrate salutations from DSELs in
their own email correspondence. At the moment quoteSalute aggregates around 750
salutations from various sources including salutations by the German scholar Wilhelm von
Humboldt, the romantic writer Jean Paul, the female writer and countess Erdmuthe
Benigna von ReuB-Ebersdorf and many more.

Nowadays people often close their letters and emails using uninspired phrases
like “Kind regards” or “Best”. However, data in DSELs show that this has not always been
the case. In the past, adding a personal salutation to your own correspondence was very
common. From a scholarly stance, salutations provide important insight about the
relationship between the writers of a correspondence.

The foundation of quoteSalute is a curated TEI-XML text corpus which has been
created by extracting <salute>-tags® from TEI-XML-encoded DSELs. For providing users
with fitting salutations, we annotated the data adding the language of each entry, the
intended gender of both sender and receiver, and whether the salutations should be used
in formal situations or rather colloquially.

When visiting the project page, users are presented with a random salutation.
They can then copy the salutations and paste it into their own emails. Additionally, a
Thunderbird extension® is already in development.

quoteSalute demonstrates how the editorial work on DSELs can be integrated
into everyday emailing. Furthermore, if the application is used more widely, the editions
themselves are likely to enjoy greater recognition beyond the boundaries of the humanities,
as each quotation links to the letter of the respective edition. In the context of the TEI-
community, we hope to encourage other projects to use the <salute>-tag more

consequently as well as to add their own salutations to the quoteSalute-corpus®’®.

! Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities, Germany
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